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Receiving the Jamal Nebez Award. 21.09.2025. Berlin

Dear Dr. Hannelore Kiichler,

Dear Prof. Haci Akman,

Dear Ms. Fehriye Adsay and members of the Prize Committee,
Dear Members of the Jamal Nebez Foundation Board,

Dear colleagues, dear friends,

It is a special privilege to receive the Jamal Nebez Prize, bearing the name of a scholar whose lifelong
dedication to knowledge remains a profound inspiration. My sincere thanks to the Foundation Board and
the Prize Committee for this incredible honor, and to the speakers and invited guests for their generous
words about my research.

This award is a wonderful recognition of the work I have dedicated more than twenty years to. I am
deeply honored to receive it from your hands, dear Dr. Kiichler. Ganz personlich danke ich Ihnen fiir Ihre
unermiidliche Hingabe, das Verméchtnis Ihres Mannes zu bewahren.*

This prize is a living testament to his ideas, and the Foundation's mission to preserve and develop
Kurdological heritage resonates deeply with me. My work has aimed to integrate and strengthen the study
of oral traditions, Yezidism, and other religious minorities in Kurdistan — long marginalized areas — into
mainstream scholarship.

I accept this prize not as a personal achievement, but as a recognition of the profound significance of the
Yezidi spiritual heritage itself. This award belongs to all the guardians of tradition, granting their voices
the visibility and respect they deserve.

Finally, my heartfelt thanks to my teachers, my colleagues, my students, my friends, and, of course, my
family for their unwavering support.

Thank you all!

Let me also say a few words of thanks in Kurmanji.

Wergirtina Xelata Jemal Nebez serefeke mezin e, ji ber ku xebata min a bist salan t€ naskirin. Ji bo min
wergirtina vé xelaté imtiyazeke taybet e 0 spasdar im bo Komiteya Xelaté 0 Weqfé ku qedreke mezin
dane 1€kolinén min.

Ev xelat gedir dide giringiya tomarkirina mirata oli ya ézdiyan, neritén devki G biservekirina wan li ser
qada akademik, pisti ku demeke diréj 1i perawéza zanisté mane.

V¢ xelaté ez ne wek serkeftineke sexsi, 1€ wek nasina qedré bilind € ¢canda €zidi G parézvanén wé gebiil
dikim. Ev hézeke pir mezin e ku ez bi biryardariyeke mezintir xebata xwe bidominim.

Spasiya we hemiyan dikim!

* I personally thank you for your tireless dedication to preserving your husband's legacy.



